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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(i) Ĝ  ǎ˄ ĨৄäēᱴĨ㠠�ǎ˄ ĨৄäǗ ǌɟĨਏ�ǎ˄ Ĩৄ䩀⣻ĨþĨ⒥þĨ〨Ĩ䅠ï  
Ĝ ᡪäĨṵĨ�Ĩîä䯀 ǕӀ�㞗ìĨþĨçîࠩ⁏ �ᓟǌ Ĩ˄þìĨ⑬Ĩ䤈⁏�  

2

1(ii) 䩕îíĨⵇĨúẖĨ㈉Ĩ㹽Ĩ�䞈Ĩ䩕îíĨⵇĨ䂭ⵇ∶Ĝ 
Ĩᒖ䜫Ĩ❅ḝĨç⚘ĜㅏĨäမĨû ǔ˄ �䞀Ĩ䈅ᜯĨĖ㥀�䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ ᜯĨ䜫Ĩî㵢Ĩü ǔ˶ ä�䞈  

䞈Ĩ㻴ĨîⰔþ�ç⣼�⤷Ĝ 
ⴛ ǖɟĨ⦃Ĩ䆀ĨîþìĨęìᣅ䁡�ǎ˄ ìĨú䯁Ĩ䏤Ĩǎ˄ Ĩ㣦䯁Ĩ〨Ĩ䕊ìĨ╌Ĩîäì⸗ĨîþäĨ⥽Ĝ �ᓟǌ˄ĨîᨴĨ⑬Ĩ䤈〨�  

4

1(iii) ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩ❅ḝĨቕ�úẖĨⵇĨ⥽Ĝ 
䭇ìĨⴛ ǖɟ� ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩîǌ˄þîⵇ�÷þ ǔӒĨⵇĨçîᄆĜ 

Ĩ㈉Ĩė㍉㥀ĜĨç㩕㸈Ĩ䆀Ĩěîǌ˄Ĩ㈉Ĩü፱ĨþĨ ǌ ǎҍᏪ  
ⒿĨ⁽Ĩ╌Ĩçǌ˄ᄌĨ㈉Ĩė䗃þĜ 

4

1(iv) ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩ∶ĨⵇĨü ǔ˶ äĨ䆀Ĩ ǖ ǖ͋ þĨ⽃Ĩ�䆀Ĩė䂡Ĩ∶ĨⵇĨė䔘ìĜ 
 Ĝ䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ ᜯĨĨ䆀Ĩ䗂〨Ĩě⇤þìĨ╌Ĩ䗂〨Ĩ ǎäĨ㈉Ĩ䕊ìĨ䔄㩕ĨㅎĨėþ䯀䯎ĨĜ 

2

1(v) äî Ĩ᳐�îä ǔӒĨ╌Ĩ䣊㱉Ĩě䯑╌Ĩ㐗䯀ïĨㅎĨîþìĨ ǎ̔ ǌ؎ 
 ç䈶Ĩ╌Ĩ䣊㱉Ĩ㈉Ĩú㸍Ĩ㈉Ĩę㱇ïþî 

2

1(vi) ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩ䤈ᣅĨ䂄Ĩ䆀Ĩ䕊ìĨᡸä 
  ǔ˄ 䜫Ĩïþ䯀äĨ㚺Ĩ╌ĨṨĨᒖîⱎĨ㈉Ĩė䗃þ 

 ⒬䁡 
Ĩę ǔʠĨⵇĨďîß �ᓟǌ˄ĨᓕĨ⑬Ĩ䤈〨Ĩ�  

3

1(vii) ê⠪ĨĚîດĨǎ˄ Ĩ ǖʆĨ䜫Ĩ䔽Ĩ㲇 ǖʆĨᗂäĨ䔽Ĩę䯏⪕  1

1(viii) Ĩ䎁Ĩ〨ĨėᏠǌ Ĩ˄Ě ǌɟĨ�〨ĨėᏠǌ Ĩ˄䀀ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩïä䯀ä  
 ü䡐ìĨ䯎ĨėᏠǌ Ĩ˄δ äĨ�Ĩ㬳 

 éä ǔʠĨマĨ�Ĩ ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩę Ǐɝ㷃ĨⵇĨ㦇ìĨëä ǔӒ 䲚ĨûⵇĨ╌ �ᓟǌ˄ĨþìĨ⑬Ĩ䤈〨�  

2

1(ix) ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩę㈊ßĨ〨Ĩė㍉㥀Ĩ╌Ĩė䩰⠪Ĩ㈉ĨĨ䛻îĨîþäĨ㐗䯀ïĨï⠪ĨຊäĨĜ 
 ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩ❅ḝĨⲳäþĨ╌ĨéäþîþĨ⌴îĨ㈉Ĩ㼘Ĩě⇤þìĨĜ 

ⒿĨ䖻ǌ˄ï�Đ㻭ĨⵇĨė䔘ǌ˄ïĜ 
ĨĜ ǔ˄ 䜫Ĩⴛ ǖɟ�䠖Ǘ ǌɟ�⮫➟äĨ䆀Ĩ⭐ĨîþäĨđ  

îäì⸗�ì㱄Ĩ䆀Ĩⴛ ǖɟĨ⚨㷍ĨĜ 
 ǔ˄ 㑔Ĩ⾒� ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩέ� ǔ˄ 㬋Ĩ〨Ĩù ǔӒĨ䗐㱆ĨîþäĨ䌖ĨĜ 

ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩîᨴ䯎�䭇ìĨⴛ ǖɟ� ǔ˄ ⸗Ĩì㱄� ǔ˄ ⸗ĨäမĨ㽮äĨîþäĨü≸Ĩ䆀Ĩ䕊ìĜ �䉸Ǎ˄Ĩ╌Ĩ䤈〨Ĩ�  

5
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Part 2 banded mark schemes 
 
Marks available: 
 
Task achievement – 10 marks 
Structure – 5 marks 
Language – 10 marks 
 
 
 
Task achievement and content [maximum 10 marks] 
 

Excellent 9–10 marks • very detailed response 
• wholly relevant to task  
• makes points thoughtfully  
• shows insight or engagement with the subject matter 
• style fully appropriate. 

Good 7–8 marks • detailed response  
• mostly relevant to task 
• makes some clear points 
• shows some engagement with the subject matter 
• style generally appropriate. 

Satisfactory 5–6 marks • competent response 
• usually relevant to task 
• may lack detail or clarity in places 
• a mechanical response to the subject matter 
• some attempt at appropriate style. 

Poor 3–4 marks • a limited attempt 
• limited relevance to task 
• lacks detail and clarity 
• an unfocussed response to the subject matter 
• limited expression. 

Very Poor 1–2 marks • a weak attempt 
• very limited relevance to task 
• content very limited  
• very limited expression. 

Unrewardable 0 marks • no rewardable response. 
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Structure [maximum 5 marks] 
 

5 marks Confidently argued and structured 

4 marks Some ability to develop argument; clear structure 

3 marks Some linked ideas; attempt at structure but not entirely successful 

2 marks Few linked ideas: little attempt at structure 

1 mark Ideas presented at random 

 
 
Language [maximum 10 marks] 

 
Excellent 9–10 marks • confident use of a range of complex sentence structures 

• uses a wide range of appropriate vocabulary  
• generally accurate. 

Good 7–8 marks • generally sound grasp of complex sentence structures  
• uses a range of generally appropriate vocabulary 
• mostly accurate, errors may occur when complex language is 

attempted. 

Satisfactory 5–6 marks • tends to be simple and repetitive in use of structures  
• attempts to use appropriate vocabulary 
• basics mostly accurate, errors do not impede communication.  

Poor 3–4 marks • nearly all that is written is simple and repetitive.  
• vocabulary is limited 
• errors may impede communication. 

Very Poor 0–2 marks • very simple and repetitive sentence structures.  
• vocabulary is very limited 
• many errors that impede communication. 

Unrewardable 0 marks • no rewardable response. 

 
 
 


